604 JOURNAL, BOMBAY NATURAL HIST. SOCIETY , Vol. 72(2) 


a stock of late day and dusk bloomers. From the latter would have 
evolved a line of night bloomers eventually through failure to with¬ 
stand intense competition from the vast array of strictly day bloomers. 
A similar and a parallel changeover in the pollinating activity must 
have taken place among certain species of pollinators as is indicative 
in the Antirrhinum-Xylocopa type, where the co-adapted system is very 
clear. The nocturnal pollinating system in its infancy must have consist¬ 
ed of only a few species of night bloomers and their pollinators. But, 
now the pollinating system has reached a high density and has develop¬ 
ed advanced stages of specialization. 
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35. NEOTYPE OF FARSETIA MACRANTHA BLATT. & 
HALLB. (CRUCIFERAE) 

{With four text-figures) 

Farsetia macrantha which Blatter & Hallberg (1918) described as a new 
species from the Indian Desert, has been put in the synonymy of Far¬ 
setia jacquemontii Hook. f. & Thoms, by Jafri (1957), although he, in 
his own words “could not examine any material of F. macrantha Blatt. 
& Hallb., but from the measurements given in the specific description 
(F. macrantha) it fits easily within the limits of the same group” (i.e., 
F. jacquemontii sub sp. jacquemontii ). While a detailed study, whether 
F. macrantha is conspecific with F. jacquemontii , is under progress, a 
search has been made for the type of Farsetia macrantha. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 
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Farsetia macrantha Biatt. & Hallb. Figs. 1. a flowering branch; 2. a petal; 3. a 
siliqua; 4. a winged seed (based on Bhandari 507). 
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Blatter & Hallberg (loc. cit.) quoted 3 numbers of their new species 
i.e.. Blatter 5785, 7300 & 7305, of which only the last two were avail¬ 
able for comparison and study in 1954 when the author first visited 
Blatter Herbarium where the entire collection of Blatter, including the 
‘types’ have been preserved. Santapau (1959) while designating the 
lectotypes of species of Blatter & Hallberg from the Indian Desert, 
could not designate any lectotype of F. macrantha , since all the original 
material has, presumably been, lost or destroyed. None of these sheets 
could be traced when the author visited Blatter Herbarium again in 
1960 and 1963. 

This species has been described by Blatter and Hallberg from Bar- 
mer rocks. Despite extensive survey of the entire Indian Desert, F. mac - 
rantha has been observed only at one place i.e. behind Mataji’s Temple, 
Barmer, on rocks—the type locality from where F. macrantha was first 
described by Blatter and Hallberg and where the species grows in ab¬ 
undance. This species has subsequently been collected from the same 
locality (Rolla & Kanodia 1962). To the best of my knowledge none 
of the material of this species has yet been designated as ‘type’. I, there¬ 
fore, designate Bhandari 507 a ‘standard specimen’ or “neotype”, ex¬ 
emplifying the true application of the name F. macrantha Blatt. & 
Hallb. and to ascertain with certainty the sense in which the same must 
be used. The specimen comes from the type locality and is in complete 
agreement with the original diagnosis. For easy identification of the 
species, line drawings of it have also been given (Figs. 1-4). 
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